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It is the fever of work and of composition which prolongs my youth and keeps 
me up. 

" I thank God, in whom I firmly believe, for the favors, perhaps unmerited, 
which he has bestowed upon me ; since, in spite of my ill-luck in business 
matters, he has left me ideas enough to write a few more works, which 1 shall 
try to make as respectable as I can." 



8. — ffistoire de la Chute du Hoi Louis Philippe, de la Republique de 
1848, et du Hetablissement de T Empire (1847-1855). Par M. A. 
Granier de Cassagnac, Depute au Corps Legislatif, Membre du 
Conseil General du Gers. Paris. 1857. 2 vols. 8vo. pp. 1012. 

M. Granier de Cassagnac appears as the apologist of monarchy 
and of arbitrary power, the defender of tradition against innovation, 
and the sworn foe of democracy, socialism, and all kinds of republics. 
He loves a strong government. He has no patience with any abstrac- 
tions. He has no faith in the integrity of politicians, and no considera- 
tion for the rights of the masses. That dynasty, in his view, is the 
best for France which maintains order, suppresses demagogues, pro- 
motes brisk traffic, and rules with an iron hand. His religion is a 
worship of force and daring, and the first Napoleon is the God of his 
idolatry. He has transferred to the nephew something of the devotion 
which he feels for the uncle, and the present tyrant of France appears 
in these volumes as the most high-minded, tender-hearted, wise, and 
paternal of sovereigns, ruling by the right of merit not less than of 
strength. The crimes of the usurper become virtues in the eyes of his 
eulogist. That violation of solemn oaths, which has made the name of 
Louis Napoleon a by-word for perfidy, is defended here on the ground 
of state necessity. The will of " France " compelled it, and the re- 
luctant President accomplished his coup d'etat, not in his own inter- 
est, but most unwillingly, for the good of his dearly beloved people. 

M. Granier de Cassagnac is a more vigorous thinker, an abler 
writer, and a more respectable man, than the vain and diffuse M. 
Capefigue, who has anticipated him in pleading the cause of defunct 
and existing monarchies ; but his arguments are as sophistical and his 
adulation as servile as those of that advocate of Bourbon tyranny. He 
explains with tolerable fairness the causes which overturned the July 
monarchy ; not regretting, however, the representatives of that defec- 
tive regime, who had always upon them the original sin of an irregular 
origin. He contends that the Republic was a cheat and a surprise, — 
was never wanted and never accepted by the French people. His esti- 
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mate of the leaders in the affair of 1848 is not flattering, though he has 
good words for Cavaignae and pity for poor Larnartine. The weak- 
ness of the " Provisional Government " belonged, as he describes it, 
equally to the want of principle in the men and the want of truth in 
their system. He passes very lightly over their good acts, and exposes 
triumphantly their numerous blunders. Their mistakes are the foil 
and contrast to the providential successes of the great man who rose by 
their divisions and follies. There is a good deal of artistic skill in M. 
Granier's story of the President's warfare with the Assembly, and his 
personal vanity, which is not often obtruded, appears occasionally in 
the citation of his own articles from the " Pouvoir," as evidence of his 
influence in helping on the inevitable Empire. It will be hard if so 
timely a service shall not win a substantial reward from the lucky 
adventurer, who finds himself in this history to be all a monarch and 
half a saint. 



9. — The Convert, or Leaves from my Experience. By O. A. Brown- 
son. New York: Edward Dunigan and Brother. 1857. 12mo. 
pp. 462. 

In this volume Mr. Brownson professes to give an accurate account 
of the progress and development of his spiritual life. The story, told 
in a simple and unadorned, though nervous and powerful style, is very 
interesting. It is a story of repeated changes, of successive religious 
experiments, yet of a steady logical process, ending in that repose of 
faith which seems to be the joy of all who, after many struggles, find 
refuge at last in the Bomish Church. The tone is apologetic, but not 
of that apology which asks excuse for any errors or short-comings. It 
is frank, manly, and confident, — a statement of reasons rather than a 
deprecation of blame. 

Whatever may be thought of Mr. Brownson's speculations in meta- 
physics, theology, or politics, no one can deny that as a writer he is 
entitled to very high praise. To conduct, almost single-handed, for 
nearly twenty years, a quarterly journal which has dealt so ably with 
such various and abstruse topics, is in itself a remarkable achievement. 
The volumes of his Review, alone, bear emphatic testimony to his 
literary industry. No quarterly journal, moreover, has been more 
carefully edited. There are no marks of looseness, or haste, or superficial 
criticism, and there is almost entire freedom from the common tricks of 
rhetoric. Mr. Brownson strives only to present his idea as clearly as 
possible, to press his argument with all proper earnestness ; and never 



